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in the case of the Lombards.1 Moreover, besides royal laws made by the ruler
alone, there were also laws agreed to by the people.2
An argument ex silentio cannot be pleaded in the case of the Visigoths,
because the earliest laws of King Euric have come down to us only in fragments and
without the beginning, where we might have expected to find some information
about the co-operation of all or some of the people.3 In any case, Euric's successor,
King Alaric n (485-507), caused a commission of men learned in the law to put
together the laws intended for the Roman provincials (Lex Romana VislgothoTum)
and in 506 he submitted their work to an assembly of bishops and provincials for
their approval.4 Moreover, we have evidence of an army assembly here in 455,
which discussed political questions under the king's leadership.5 The army like-
wise influenced Alaric IPs actions in the battle of Vougle against his will,6 and
in 506 an assensus suorutn totius regni to his financial demands is mentioned.7
The folk army also sat in judgment, for instance, on Paulus.8 After the acceptance
of Catholicism, the influence of the councils became very important and in Spain,
as we know, important laymen also took a share in their deliberations, so that they
really became national assemblies.9
Among the Burgundians there is unmistakable evidence of the co-operation
of the chief men, both in law-giving and in other public affairs. The fact that at
times only the counts and not the optimates are mentioned does not prove that this
help was merely given as a royal service, for cases may also be found where the counts
are not mentioned and the optimates are.10 Moreover, theprimaconstitutio especially
mentions not only the consent of the counts, but also the fact that this law was
the result of the general consent of all.n Se*cretan concluded from this that the
royal power was limited by the assembly of great men who represented the nation
before the king, and that the consent of the whole nation was considered necessary.12
This is also borne out by the fact that the conclusions of the assembly of Amberieux
(501) which were added to the Burgundian Law were settled by the king, accord-
ing to the preamble, in conventu Bitrgundionum^ In the text itself, however, only
negotiations with the counts are mentioned.14 Obviously these negotiations were
conducted, as in German times, according to Tacitus, but the princes or the nobility
and then the folk moot gave its consent to the decisions which had been reached.
A similar procedure may be observed among the Anglo-Saxons. It has been
shown by Chadwick, who is especially concerned with the earliest national
councils,15 that there is proof of the co-operation ofprincipes as early as Hlothar
(679), He has proved that among the Anglo-Saxons, especially in Northumber-
land, at this period, principes and optimates^ sapientes, maiores natu actually formed
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